Application of the unilateral 6-hydroxydopamine rat model of rotational behavior to the study of conditioned drug effects.
In rats with unilateral 6-hydroxydopamine lesions of the substantia nigra apomorphine reliably induces a response of contralateral rotation. The present study shows that this response can readily be conditioned to a test environment which the rats are briefly exposed to during the onset of the apomorphine-induced rotation. This conditioned response can be repeatedly conditioned, extinguished, and differentially conditioned, thereby providing a useful behavioral model for the study of the conditioning of drug-induced movements.